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WORD FROM WILLIAMS

March
4 to 19 Williams Online Auction

18 12:30 Schoolwide early 
release

20 7 p.m. Cabernet & Cabaret

23 Tuesday: School Ends at 3 
p.m. (Group A stays all day)

24 Wednesday: School ends at 
12:30 p.m.

April
2 Good Friday: NO SCHOOL

19-23 Vacation: NO SCHOOL

25 NewtonSERVES

May
4 8:30: Fifth Grade Parent 

Coffee with Brown Middle 
School principal

6 12:30 Schoolwide Early 
Release

June
17 12:30 School wide Early 

Release

22 or 
23

Last Day of School

T h e W i l l i a m s Te c h n o l o g y 
Fundra is ing d r i ve k icked o f f 
February with a calling campaign. 
About a dozen volunteer parents 
reached out to all of the families in 
the Williams’ community via a phone 
campaign. Our goal for this  year is  to 
raise $75,000 for technology at 

Williams. More importantly, we're 
hoping to get nearly everybody in the community to 
participate to whatever degree they can. So far we have 
raised almost $30,000, and the participation rate among 
Williams’ families is  approximately 40%! These funds have 
been used to purchase 8 LCD projectors, 8 ELMOs, and 
26 computers.  

While we're excited about our progress, we've not reached 
our goal and will continue with the effort. If you haven't had 
a chance to send in a donation, you can use the envelopes 
we sent home before February break and send it to school 
with your child. If you don't have the envelope, simply use 
a plain one and write "William's Technology Drive" on the 
front. And of course, you can donate online here via 
PayPal. 

Remember - the children of all families donating to the 
drive by March 31st are automatically entered into a 
principal for the day raffle! If you have any questions 
please direct them to Brian Gorin at bgorin@rcn.com. 

Williams Technology Fund Drive 
In Full Swing and Moving Forward

By Brian Gorin
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I want to thank all of you for the tremendous 
turnout for Winter Wonder Night at Williams.  I 
hope that you were able to see some exciting 
ways that technology has been integrated into 
your children’s  curriculum, and to witness ways 
that technology can enhance the educational 

experiences of all Williams students. There were 
also many creative “low tech” displays, and 
activities that highlighted other curriculum areas, 
and other ways that children engage in the 
learning process. I would also like to publicly 
thank the committed faculty and staff of Williams, 
not all of whom could attend, but all of whom 
helped to organize and set up for the evening. 
There are certainly some ways that we will 
improve upon next year’s celebration, including 
providing guides, but overall, it was a success! 

I want to pass  along some exciting news 
regarding three of our teachers.  First, I am happy 
to announce that Irene Incutto and her husband 
had their second child, a baby boy named Max 
Anthony, on December 25th.  Mom, baby, and the 
rest of the family are doing very well.  The second 
happy news is that Jen Ortega and her husband 
are expecting their second child in late June.  And 
last, but certainly not least, Iwona Lempitski and 

her husband are also expecting their second child 
at the end of the summer.  I will be sure to keep 
you posted as news comes in! 

I know that you are now all aware that the 
Williams Technology Drive is  well underway, 
having received a phone call a couple of weeks 
ago, as well as some documents explaining the 
campaign. It is  my hope that we have 100% 
participation; no donation is too small, and all 
contributions are anonymous. This really is a 
whole school community endeavor!  Every family 
that has made or makes a donation will have their 
child(ren)’s name(s) entered in a drawing to be 
“Principal for a Day”. The overall goal of this 
technology appeal is to provide students  with the 
skills and knowledge that will best prepare them 
for the learning and living in the 21st Century. 

English Language Arts MCAS testing is  coming 
up in March and April. The curriculum at Williams 
is aligned with the Massachusetts State 
Standards and therefore the MCAS tests; we 

have also ramped 
up our preparation 
f o r s t u d e n t s i n 
grades three, four, 
and five.  Most of 
the preparation will 
be tak ing p lace 
d u r i n g s c h o o l 

hours, however there may be some practice 
assignments that will be sent home.  I

 encourage all parents to take a look at the MCAS 
tests, particularly those at your child’s  grade level, 
so you can gain an understanding of the 
expectations and the level of difficulty that your 
child will encounter when taking the test.  Click 
here for past tests  and to find the answer to many 
MCAS-related questions.

News From Williams Principal Dr. Midge Connolly
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Understanding Our Differences is  a 
nationally recognized, award-winning program 
developed by Newton parents and educators 
more than 20 years ago. It is  part of the 
Newton Public Schools’ curriculum, and takes 

p l a c e i n a l l 1 5 
elementary schools 
e a c h y e a r . T h e 
program goal is to 
increase information, 
understanding, and 
acceptance of people 
with disabilities and 
medical condit ion. 

Each unit uses group 
discussions, videotapes, hands-on activities, 
and guest speakers  who are persons with 
disabilities or medical conditions.

This year, Understanding Our Differences 
started in the Williams 3rd grade with a unit 
on blindness on Friday, February 26th. Thank 
you to the parent volunteers who helped out 
in the classroom: David Foster, Aub Harden, 
Suruchi Kaul, Chris Lacey, and Carie Michael.  
Thanks also to the parent volunteers for our 

4th grade units: Min Duan, Kate Fraktman, 
Wendy Hurwitz, Yolande Meessen, Liz 
Mirabile, Rosa Ramos-Huller, Bridget 
Reischer, Phil Sours, and Tim Todreas.

Classroom volunteers are still needed for 
two more units in the 3rd grade:

✦Deafness/Hard of hearing on Friday, March 
19th from 9-10:30 am

✦Life-threatening Allergies on Friday, April 9th 
from 9-10:30 am

Volunteers lead small groups of 6 to 8 kids 
through one activity. The groups rotate so that 
all the kids experience three different 
activities, while each parent runs only ONE 
activity 3 times. Parent participation is the 
great strength of this program. It is an 
excellent opportunity to share time in the 
classroom!

P l e a s e c o n t a c t A n n H i l l a t 
annbusbyhill@rcn.com if you are interested 
in volunteering or would like to know more 
about the program.

March/April MCAS ELA Dates at Williams:

March 22:  Grade 3 ELA

March 23:  Grade 4 ELA Long Composition 
(dismissal at 3:00 p.m.)

March 24:  Grade 5 ELA (dismissal at 
12:30 p.m.)

March 25:  Grade 3 ELA

March 26:   Grade 5 ELA

April 1:  Grade 4 ELA

April 6:    Grade 4 ELA

April 7: Grade 4 ELA Long Composition 
make-up date 
 

We had a great turnout for kindergarten 
orientation and I would ask if you know any 
folks in the neighborhood who have an 
incoming kindergartener who have not yet 
stopped by school to register, to please do 
so. Your assistance is much appreciated.

midge_connolly@newton.k12.ma.us 

Understanding Our Differences Program 
Educates Students, Seeks Volunteers
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You’re invited! Preparations are underway for Cabernet & Cabaret—an 
evening of dinner, drinks, and entertainment for Williams School parents, 
faculty, and staff. The event will take place Saturday, March 20 from 7 pm to 10 
pm at Lasell’s  Campus Center. Enjoy the company of friends, a delicious 
dinner from Comella’s, and performances from talented Williams’ community 
members.

 Advance ticket sales are $25 per person ($35 per person at the door) with 
proceeds to benefit the Williams PTO. Pay through Paypal at http://
www.williamspto.org, or with a check payable to the Williams PTO.

All faculty and staff may attend for free in recognition of their amazing work with our kids! And aspiring 
performers, there’s still time to sign up. All performers attend for free!

Space is limited, so RSVP soon! Contact Lauri Hoeffler at clhoeffler@verizon.net with any questions.

Do you or your company have a good quality new or used laser printer that you 
would like to donate to Williams? 

The 5th grade has use for a networkable laser printer for the kids to print out their 
projects, and assignments. This would be a tax deductable donation.

Please contact Deborah Gelch at dgelch@lasell.edu for questions or to donate.

Fifth Grade Class Looking for New or Used Laser Printer

Come Enjoy An Evening of Cabernet & Cabaret 
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Do you have a child with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder? NoNAP, the Network of Newton 
Autism Parents, is a group of parents who 

sha re i n fo rma t i on 
about educational and 
t h e r a p e u t i c 
interventions to help 
children with Autistic 
Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD). Members help 
each other, and work 
with the Newton Public 
Schools  to improve the 

educational experience for children with ASD in 
Newton. Membership is  free and confidential. 
Go to www.yahoogroups.com and search for 
NoNAP, then follow the directions for joining.

The Federation for Children with Special Needs 
provides information, support, and assistance to 
parents of children with disabilities, their 
professional partners, and their communities. 
The Federation is committed to listening to and 
learning from families, and encouraging full 
participation in community life by all people, 
especially those with disabilities. It operates a 
Parent Center in Massachusetts, which offers a 
variety of services to parents, parent groups, 
and others who are concerned with children 
with special needs. Visit http://fcsn.org/
index.php to learn more. 

Upcoming Events: 

S u p p o r t A c r o s s t h e P r e s c h o o l To 
Kindergarten Transition.  Join the second in a 
series of monthly meetings designed especially 
for parents  of children on IEPs who will 
transition to K this fall (date and location to be 
determined).  These meetings, led by Joan 
Schulz (former NECP parent), will offer 
emotional support, information and strategies 
from parents whose children have graduated 

from NECP. These sessions are free, and start 
the week of 4/1. Please email Joan at 
dschulz@rcn.com for more information and to 
sign up. Sponsored by the Newton PAC 

Academic Strategies in Newton High Schools: 
Thursday, 4/8, The Who, Why, When, Where, 
and How! Sponsored by Newton SPED PAC, 
and presentation by Ann Walker, Walter Lyons 
and staff. Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Educat ion Center, 100 Walnut Street, 
Newtonville, in Room 210. Light refreshments 
and networking start at 7:15. 

The Federation for Children with Special Needs' 
Annual Conference: Saturday, 3/13Visions of 
Community, at the Seaport/World Trade Center 
in Boston , Massachusetts .

The conference features dozens of break-out 
sessions (many presented and/or translated 
into Spanish, Portuguese, and Cantonese) with 
topical strands and information covering Early 
Childhood, Special Education, No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB), the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), Health Care for Children 
with Special Needs, Transition, Social/
Recreation Opportunities and more. Network 
with other parents  and families and pick up free 
resources in our exhibit hall packed with more 
t h a n 6 0 v e n d o r s . h t t p : / / f c s n . o r g /
conference2010/visions.php

Asperger Syndrome & Anxiety: Perspectives 
and Intervention, Friday & Saturday, March 26 & 
27, 2010, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Cambridge, MA, Sponsored by the Asperger’s 
Association of New England. To register, please 
visit their AANE.org. Registration Deadline: 
March 19, 2010 
Contact Gail at Gasok@aol.com, Beth at 
BDoran@speedousa.com, or Vivian at 
viviang97@hotmail.com.

Newton SpedPAC Alerts Parents to Several Events
By Gail Sokolov, Beth Doran, and Vivian Glassman
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Isn’t it nice to get that first taste of warmth and sunshine? Spring is in the air 
at Williams! 

Our thanks to all of the parents  who took time out of their busy schedules to 
come to the Principal’s  Coffee to talk about Blue Zone solutions with Dr. 
Connolly last Friday.  We had a great showing and some terrific ideas 
emerged.  Stay tuned for more information from Dr. Connolly.  Thanks also to 
Erin Butterworth and Heidi Tobin who provided coffee and goodies.   

Cabernet and Cabaret, Saturday March 20
The hottest event in town is here! Next Saturday is our Williams Cabernet and Cabaret spring 
celebration and party.  The numbers are rolling in and attendance is looking very strong!  If you 
have yet to RSVP, please do so by responding to the Evite or emailing Lauri Hoeffler 
(clhoeffler@verizon.net). After the long strange winter we’ve had this year, there has  never been 
a better time to come out and celebrate the start of spring!  The party is  at the Lasell College 
Campus Center, in the cluster of buildings across Grove Street from Williams. Parking is 
available; from Woodland Road, turn onto Seminary Avenue and take the second right. Get ready 
to eat, chat, drink, and be merry!  We can’t wait to see everyone there!  

Schedule Change on March 23 and March 24
Please be sure to make note of the schedule change due to the MCAS 
testing schedule.  Tuesday, March 23 will be a full day of school at Williams 
with dismissal at 3 pm to allow the 4th graders  adequate time to complete 
the long composition portion of the MCAS.  Wednesday, March 24 will be a 
half day at Williams, with dismissal at 12:30 for all students.  If you have a 
kindergartener who is in the “A group,” your child will stay until 3:00 pm on 
Tuesday, March 23, and until 12:30 pm on Wednesday, March 24.  “B 
group” kindergarteners are not affected and will be dismissed at 12:30 p.m. 
on both Tuesday and Wednesday as usual.  

Please make a note of these dates in your calendar now!

PTO Co-Presidentsʼ Column
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2010-2011 PTO Nominations, Volunteers Needed
Very soon we will begin the process of soliciting nominations  for positions  on the PTO roster for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  We strongly encourage you to get involved in one of the many 
committees that support the work of the PTO at Williams.  If you have a particular area of 
interest or expertise, please let us know as soon as possible.  For those of you not familiar with 
the process, all committee chair positions  are up for re-nomination annually and we are always 
looking for new ideas, perspectives and opinions to fill out the already fantastic group of 
volunteers we have at Williams.  

PTO Co-President position(s) will also be opening up as Carie and Donna end their tenure, so 
please come forward if you have an interest in an overall PTO leadership role.  For more 
information on our current roster, please go to our PTO website or look in the back of the 
Williams directory.  If we can answer any questions or provide additional information, please let 
us know.  

“Let us put our minds together and see what 
life we can make for our children.”

--Chief Sitting Bull

Carie, Wendy, Donna, and Katie

Presidents@williamspto.org
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